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Announcing the ‘Cantors Chai 5K:

Promoting a Healthy Mind, Body & Spirit’

We are excited to inform and invite you to our first “fun run/walk” event that will take place November 13, 2016 at 2pm in Flushing Meadows Corona Park in Queens, NY. Please join us if you live in or plan to visit New York this November!
As you likely know, our members are teachers and community leaders whose mission, in part,
is to make a difference in the lives of others. The Cantors Chai 5K is an innovative vehicle for
us to serve our members and the Jewish communities around the world. We want to use
these events to promote a holistic, healthy lifestyle for all. The Cantors Chai 5Ks are planned
to be fun and inclusive events, a unique way to spend time with cantors and the Jewish and
surrounding communities. We also want to use this initiative and these events as a way to
build partnerships with other organizations. We can be stronger and more effective by uniting
together.

“We can be
stronger
and more
effective
by uniting
together.”

For the November 13, 2016 event, we have invited two organizations to join us. On the national level, MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger (www.mazon.org) will be represented.
MAZON is a national nonprofit organization working to end hunger among people of all faiths
and backgrounds in the United States and Israel. On the local level, Tomchei Shabbos of
Queens (www.tsqinc.org) will be joining us. Tomchei Shabbos provides packages of food to
needy families and individuals throughout Queens. Not only do we want to showcase the
importance of these organizations to the Jewish community and beyond, but we will also be
sharing proceeds from this event with them.

Registration is open to the public, so sign up today! https://www.cantors.org/11-13-16-cantors-chai-5k-registration/ There’s a
good chance you’ll hear some great singing along the course, but “Singing is Just the Beginning”.
Not from New York?
Look for a future Cantors Chai 5K to come to your neck of the woods!
In addition to participating, there are opportunities to further support our initiative and these worthy organizations in November:
Sponsor - $5,000 (Be publicly recognized as a Sponsor of the November 13 Cantors Chai 5K in all promotional materials, at the event and having your name and/or business logo on the front of the race t-shirts, plus have the opportunity to officially call the start the race and receive 10 free registrations)
Benefactor - $2,500 to $4,999 (Be publicly recognized as a Benefactor of the November 13 Cantors Chai 5K at the event and
having your name and/or business logo on the back of the race t-shirts at the top, plus receive 5 free registrations)
Patron - $1,000 to $2,499 (Be publicly recognized as a Patron of the November 13 Cantors Chai 5K at the event and having
your name and/or business logo on the back of the race t-shirts, plus 3 receive free registrations)
Sustainer - $720 to $999 (Be publicly recognized as a Sustainer of the November 13 Cantors Chai 5K at the event and having your name and/or business logo on the back of the race t-shirts, plus receive 1 free registration)
Supporter - $360 to $719 (Be publicly recognized by having your name and/or business logo on the back of the race t-shirts)
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Rekindling a Spanish Jewish Experience
by Cantor Jack Chomsky

On July 4, a group of about 375 people from the U.S. and Canada, including about 50 cantors, arrived in Barcelona on a historic Cantors
Assembly
Mission to Spain. This was the 3rd Mission of the Cantors Assembly, conceived and led by the indefatigable and visionary Nathan Lam of
Stephen S. Wise Synagogue of Los Angeles.
What difference does it make for a Jewish group tour to Spain to have at its core these members of the Cantors Assembly? And what’s the
Mission?! Mission 1 was Poland in 2009. Mission 2 was Germany in 2012.
The unifying idea is to deepen the experience – to celebrate the culture that coursed through these places before the Jews were driven out.
In the first two cases, it also became an opportunity to overcome our anger about what happened to our people—not to forget (God forbid),
yet to reach out to those who have been reaching out to us. In Poland, which once was one-quarter Jewish, many people have come to
realize that you cannot tell the history of Poland without incorporating the history of its Jewish community. When we were in Warsaw,
ground was broken for the first Polish Museum of the History of the Jews – not the extermination of the Jews, not another Holocaust commemoration.
Traveling in the company of 50 or 100 hazzanim means that you get to see and hear the music that came from these places, and share
that music with the people who live there now – Jews and non-Jews.
Going to Spain, the heart of what became worldwide Sephardic Jewish tradition, was our natural next destination, even though we of the
Cantors Assembly are overwhelmingly Ashkenazic in lineage. Our current President is Alberto Mizrahi, whose family came from that part of
the world. Alberto’s family wasn’t from Spain, but rather from Salonica. Yet that means they were once from Spain. And that phrase – “once
from Spain” – is at the heart of more Jewish life than we tend to realize.
Many of you have probably visited Spain, and if so, you have likely visited the “Jewish sites” of Spain. I put those words in quotes because
there often isn’t much to see—and often isn’t much to feel. The Jews left Spain by 1492 – many earlier than that. It’s not the same thing as
having left in the 1930s. Not by a long, long shot.
I felt that one of the main benefits of the Cantors’ mission would be to overcome a problem that you other Jewish Spain-visitors may have
experienced. That you SEE it, but you don’t feel it in the kishkes. (That shows the problem right there, doesn’t it? There are no kishkes in
Spain. If I’m not mistaken, in Spain, they are tripas.)
In addition to Mizrahi, whose heritage was Sephardi, but whose training is Ashkenazi (and Alberto is a master interpreter of Ladino song
and prayer and concert works from the Sephardic tradition), our group included Aaron Bensoussan. Born in Morocco, he is a 3rdgeneration Sephardic hazzan who also chose to study Ashkenazic hazzanut. His original melodies have a ta’am – a taste – that brings you
to Morocco for sure – and perhaps back to its Spanish roots. And we have a dozen or two native Spanish-speakers – an influx of hazzanim
who have joined our organization after having emigrated to the U.S. and Canada from Argentina, Ecuador and other Latin American countries.
Jewish music was a varied and deep presence on our trip. Dozens of colleagues were featured in concerts and musical services, providing
a sound track that no other visitors to Spain or “Jewish Spain” have ever had before. From a celebration of Jewish music from around the
world on July 4 in Barcelona to several evening concerts in formal concert venues and to the Shabbat services held in one of our hotels,
those who were in our 10-bus entourage were treated to music in Hebrew, Spanish, Ladino, Yiddish, English and more – music sung by an
inspiring cast of men and women from coast to coast and Canada, from the Conservative and Reform cantorate included in our membership. We also enjoyed daily lectures by Professor Eliezer Papo of Ben Gurion University and Professor Stephen Berk of Union College.
What did we see on our trip? And what didn’t we see?
Jewish life in Spain was rich and deep. Though it originated probably in the 2nd century CE and flourished centuries later, i t disappeared
completely after the expulsion of 1492. After that, there simply isn’t anything Jewish to see in Spain—yet those who left Spain took with
them a vibrant Jewish and Spanish culture that they nurtured in many of the places they went; a culture that continued to flower in a specifically Spanish way in some places for centuries, and a culture that affected “normative” Jewry – that which is shared by both Sephardim
and Ashkenazim in ways that we typically haven’t recognized, appreciated or acknowledged— the work and teaching of Rambam and
Ramban (Maimonides and Nachmanides) and Joseph Caro, Kabbalah and Jewish mysticism. How is it possible that our people were
thrown out and turned out to build so much in the other places they went?! That’s an old story, and a familiar story; a very Jewish story.
It is difficult to imagine a rebirth of Jewish life in Spain, but who knows what opportunities might lie ahead? As to the past, Don Isaac Abravanel, statesman, philosopher, Bible commentator, and financier, who was born in Lisbon in 1437, fled to Toledo in 1483, fleeing again
from Spain days after the Expulsion Edict of 1492, later wrote “From the rising of the sun to its setting, from north to south, there never was
such a chosen people (as the Jews of Spain) in beauty and pleasantness, and afterwards, there will never be another such people. God
was with them, the children of Judea and Jerusalem, many and strong… a quiet and trusting people, a people filled with the blessing of
God with no end to its treasure.”
We went to Spain in search of a trace of this remarkable people. We found little evidence remaining. Yet the evidence is with us every day.
Day by day descriptions of our experiences can be found on my blog, “A Cantor Speaks.”
Cantor Jack Chomsky serves Congregation Tifereth Israel in Columbus, Ohio since 1982.
(This piece originally appeared in the Forward.)

A Message from the
Cantors Assembly
Executive
Vice President
The past year has been an
exciting one for the Cantors
Assembly. Highlights included an historic mission to Spain attended by
approximately 275 laypersons and a strong delegation of Hazzanim. We
also published Shira Chadasha, the first ever volume of the music of
the independent Minyan movement. We anticipate the coming year will
be an exciting one as well as we hold our very first 5K race, with some of
the proceeds to be earmarked to feed the hungry. In addition, we are
diligently working on a major collaboration with the Jewish collegiate a
cappella movement, and we look forward to welcoming many of you to
our annual convention, to be held in southern New Jersey during the
week of May 21. More information about that event will be forthcoming.
Best wishes on behalf of the officers, staff and membership of the Cantors Assembly for a Shanah Tovah, a year filled with good health, joy
and prosperity.

Please consider joining the
Cantors Assembly
on the sacred
journey of tradition and
innovation.
Through your
tax deductible
contribution to the
Cantors Assembly, you will
help to build bridges
between the past and future
through the heritage of
Jewish music,
assuring the
continuation of our
traditions and legacy.
Visit our website
www.cantors.org
Click on
“Support the CA”
to make a donation online.
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The Cantors Assembly promotes the profession of the Cantorate, serving our members
and their congregations by supporting our
colleagues in their roles as vibrant, engaging, vital clergy and musical leaders.
Beyond offering our members opportunities
for mentorship, professional development
and personal growth, we also provide essential services such as placement, insurance and retirement planning.
Affiliated with the Conservative/Masorti
movement, we serve congregations from
across the denominational spectrum. We
seek to ensure that our members are fully
prepared to lead synagogues and the whole
Jewish community through an ever-evolving
musical and spiritual landscape.

